
 
 

 
 

MEMO 
 
TO:    Pre-Transplant Patients  
 
FROM:  Francis L. Weng, MD, MSCE  
  Chief 
 
  Debbie Morgan, MHA, MSW, LCSW 
  Vice President  
      
RE:  Saint Barnabas Medical Center 
  Renal & Pancreas Transplant Division 
  Plans for Phased Resumption of Normal Operations 
 
DATE:  June 1, 2020  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As you are aware, the Renal and Pancreas Transplant Division at Saint Barnabas Medical Center has 
made many changes to its daily operations in response to the evolving COVID-19 pandemic, including 
not performing any transplant surgeries during the peak time of infections in our region.  A major 
priority for the Transplant Division is the protection of our vulnerable CKD patients, as well as our 
healthcare staff.  
 
Saint Barnabas Medical Center, like other New Jersey hospitals, continues to treat patients who have 
COVID-19, although we are happy to report a continuing downward trend in new admissions as a result 
of declining COVID-19 infection rates in New Jersey.  As a result, Governor Murphy has begun to lift 
previous restrictions and has now permitted the resumption of non-emergency healthcare surgery and 
services.   
 

1. Saint Barnabas Medical Center will start performing kidney transplants and pancreas 
transplants on June 1, 2020 as part of a phased resumption of the normal activities of our 
transplant program. Our decision regarding when to resume transplants is based upon 
guidelines from the CDC, NJ Department of Health, and RWJBarnabas Health.  If you are 
currently on dialysis, YOUR DIALYSIS FACILITY WILL CONTINUE TO DRAW MONTHLY 
SPECIMENS FOR YOU AND SEND TO THE NJ SHARING NETWORK.  If you are not on dialysis and 
you have your monthly specimen drawn at Saint Barnabas Medical Center, please contact 
your transplant coordinator.  
 



2. Saint Barnabas Medical Center will start performing scheduled living donor kidney transplants 
on July 6, 2020 as part of a phased resumption of the normal activities of our Living Donor 
Institute. 
 

3. All new candidate evaluations for patients are currently being performed in 2 parts, starting 
with a telephone or Telemedicine (video) evaluation, followed later by an in-person meeting 
and physical examination.  The in-person meetings/physical examinations started back on 
May 18, 2020.  Patients who are seen in-person will have already undergone a telephone or 
Telemedicine (video) evaluation.  We will continue to perform these 2-part (telephone/video 
and then a later in-person meeting/exam) evaluations and re-evaluations at the present time. If 
you are due for a re-evaluation, you will receive a letter or phone call from your transplant 
coordinator.  
 

4. Saint Barnabas continues to evaluate living kidney donors in 2 parts, starting with a phone or 
video evaluation, followed by an in-person meeting and physical examination.      

 
We are encouraged that the current clinical environment continues to improve. We believe that the 
phased resumption of services and procedures will help all of us—healthcare workers and patients—to 
remain safe and healthy during this pandemic.  We value our partnership with you, and we thank you 
for choosing Saint Barnabas Medical Center for transplant services.  
 
If you have questions, please contact your transplant coordinator or call 973-322-5938 between the 
hours of 8am-4pm, Monday through Friday.  
 
 


